
Outdoor improvements can boost the value of a home
 Whether home improve-
ment projects are design to im-
prove the interior or exterior 
of a house, focusing on renova-
tions that make the most finan-
cial sense can benefit home-
owners in the long run. The 
right renovations can be assets 
if and when homeowners de-
cide to sell their homes.
 So how does one get started? 
First and foremost, speak to a 
local real estate agent who is 
knowledgeable about trends in 
the community. 
 While a swimming pool 
may be something coveted in 
one area, it may impede sales 
in another. It also helps to 
study generalized trends and 
data from various home im-
provement industry analysts 
to guide upcoming projects. 
 The following outdoor proj-
ects are just a few renovations 
that tend to add value.
  A fire pit is a 
great place to gather most 
months of the year. Bob Vila 
and CBS news report that a fire 
pit realizes a 78% return on in-
vestment. 
 Many 
buyers are looking to utilize 
their yards as an extension of 
interior living areas. Cooking, 
dining and even watching TV 

outdoors is increasingly popu-
lar. Outdoor living areas can 
be custom designed and built. 
In addition, prefabricated mod-
ular units that require a much 
smaller commitment of time 
and money are available.
 Homeowners who 
do not already have a patio 
will find that adding one can 
increase a home’s value. Pa-
tios help a home look neat, add 
useable space and may help 
a home to sell quickly. The 
experts at Space Wise, a divi-
sion of Extra Space Storage, 
say that refinishing, repairing 
and building a new patio offers 
strong return on investment.
 Deck can be as valu-
able as patios. A deck is an-
other outdoor space that can be 
used for entertaining, dining 
and more. 
 Remodeling magazine’s 
2018 “Cost vs. Value” report in-
dicates that an $11,000 deck can 
add about $9,000 in resale value 
to the home, recouping around 
82% of the project’s costs.

Improve 
curb appeal with a new, high-
end front door and garage 
doors. If that’s too expensive, 
a good cleaning and new coat 
of paint can make an old door 
look brand new. These easy 

fixes can improve a home’s 
look instantly.
 The 
National Association of Real-
tors says an outdoor makeover 

that includes well-thought-out 
landscaping can net 105% re-
turn on investment. Installing 
a walkway, adding stone plant-
ers, mulching, and planting 

shrubs are ideas to consider.
 Many different outdoor 
projects can add value to a 
home and help to sell the home 
quickly.
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Decks or patios can add a neat, useable space that helps a home sell more quickly.

How home design trends are evolving
 COVID-19 has brought 
changes to everything, and 
home design is no exception. 
Experts are expecting to see 
lasting impacts on everything 
from the materials we use to 
the rooms we prioritize. Check 
out these and other noteworthy 
trends: 
 
Many people who live in con-
dos or apartments do so to be 
closer to the action — work, 
entertainment and shops — 
and never planned on spending 
much time at home. 
 But the pandemic has 
changed that, and more people 
are going to want a home that 
offers plenty of room and out-
door space in case they need to 
self-isolate again.  

 A hard 
lesson we’ve learned is that 
things and services we thought 
we could count on aren’t nec-
essarily a sure thing, so items 
that increase self-reliance will 
become very popular. 
 Expect to see more homes 
with sources of energy like so-
lar panels, sources of heat like 
fireplaces and stoves, and even 
urban and indoor gardens that 
allow you to grow your own 
produce.
  Between 
playgrounds closing and parks 
becoming overcrowded, many 
of us are turning to our balco-
nies, patios and backyards for 
fresh air and nature. 
 This means we’re going to 
be investing more in our out-

door spaces, with functional 
kitchens, soothing water fea-
tures, cozy firepits, and high-
quality outdoor furniture to 
create a much-needed escape. 
 Thanks 
to spending more time indoors 
and reprioritizing our health, 
we’ll turn to design to help en-
sure our homes are safe and 
healthy for our families. 
 We’ll see a rise in products 
like water filtration systems as 
well as materials that improve 
indoor air quality. For new 
homes and additions, alterna-
tives to wood-framing like in-
sulated concrete forms from 
Nudura, which offer improved 
ventilation for healthier in-
door air quality and an envi-
ronment that’s less susceptible 
to mold, will be key. 
 Busi-
ness experts are suggesting 
many companies will see that 
working from home is not only 
possible but offers tangible 
benefits, like saving money on 
office space rent. 
 With working from home on 
the rise, creating a home office 
space that inspires productivi-
ty will be a major project many 
of us tackle. Luxury home of-
fice furniture that feels chic 
and blends into your décor as 
well as ergonomic chairs and 
desks will see a major boost. 
  With 
the hit to the economy, people 
are going to be buying less, but 
what they do buy will be better 
quality, while at the same time 
making an effort to support 
American businesses. 
 When it comes to design, 
trends will shift to locally 
made furniture, custom-built 
homes and pieces and materi-
als that stand the test of time, 
and make living spaces meet  
or exceed the new priorities of 
homeowners.
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In an ever-changing world, home design is also changing to meet 
homeowners’ new priorities and demands.



Come check out 
our new 

Model Home!
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How to design an inviting fitness room at home
  Exercise is often a social ac-
tivity, but in the wake of social 
distancing guidelines issue in 
response to the COVID-19 out-
break, many people have found 
themselves looking for ways to 

exercise at home.
 Here’s how to successfully 
stock a home gym.

A home gym will be limited by 
the amount of space that can be 

devoted to workouts. Possible 
fitness room locations include 
a spare bedroom, a garage, a 
basement, or an enclosed patio. 
 
Darkness can sap energy lev-
els, so invest in mirrors and 
adequate overhead lighting to 
make the space inviting. Natu-
ral light can make the exercise 
area more enjoyable.
 -

New flooring can protect 
against damage and make an 
area more conductive to work-
ing out. Rubber mats can offset 
echoes and reduce the noise of 
running on a treadmill or set-
ting down heavy weights.
 -

A home gym space will 
likely not be as expansive as the 
space inside a traditional fit-
ness center. Thankfully, many 
activities do not require a lot 
of space or equipment. Classic 
exercises like squats, lunges, 

push ups, and sit ups require 
little gear but still produce re-
sults. Figure out which equip-
ment you like the most and in-
vest in two or three key pieces. 
Dumbells of various weights, a 
medicine ball and a yoga mat 
can be all you need to create a 
versatile, effective workout.
 A 

home gym may benefit from a 
smart TV that you can use to 
stream workout videos while 
running the treadmill or using 
the stationary bike.
 A home gym is beneficial 
year-round, and can be espe-
cially valuable  when selling 
your home.
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Many homeowners have found themselves looking for ways to ex-
ercise at home.

Create your own backyard oasis
 Our backyards are some 
of the best places to spend the 
summer months, especially if 
you’re practicing social dis-
tancing and are tired of being 
cooped up indoors. Fortunate-
ly, it’s possible to transform 
your outdoor living space into 
a secluded, open-air retreat to 
enjoy now or to entice buyers.
 
We often hear about bringing 
the outdoors inside, but the re-
verse is also true when design-
ing a luxurious extension of 
your home. 
 Homey, lived-in touches can 
take your outdoor space from 
sterile and unfinished to cozy 
and inviting. Think patterned 
throw pillows, fluffy blankets 
for chilly evenings, outdoor 
rugs, colorful lanterns, and 
decorative accessories like 
painted terracotta pots or met-
al pitchers or tins. 
 -

What’s the best part of 
your living or family room? 

Chances are it’s your comfort-
able couch or recliner. 
 To recreate the same feel-
ing, splurge on some soft furni-
ture that will make you want to 

stay outside for hours reading 
a book or working remotely. It 
doesn’t have to break the bank 
either — you can DIY a cozy 
lounging bench with reclaimed 

wood and hand-sewn cushions 
with outdoor stuffing and fab-
ric.
 

Water has a calming effect 
and is often linked to our favor-
ite memories at the cottage or 
on vacation. A pool or spa can 
help transport you somewhere 
far away without leaving your 
home. A pool can help you 
and the kids get some exercise 
while swimming laps, while a 
spa can soothe tired muscles 
after a long day hunched over 
your laptop. 
 
Live plants can help you feel 
connected with nature, and 
tending to them can help you 
feel relaxed yet productive dur-
ing isolation. A vertical garden 
can add visual interest, while 
trees and shrubs can provide 
shade and character. 
 Aromatic herbs like laven-
der or rosemary offer pleasant 
scents and textures. And don’t 
be afraid to cut some flowers 
from your garden to place in 
vases or pots for beautiful fin-
ishing touches.

Embrace texture
 Consider a leather sofa 
made more cozy with chenille 
pillows next to a rustic side 
table. Figure out ways to incor-
porate a few different textures 
to add depth to the room.

Accessorize your space
 Finish the room with acces-
sories and flowers. When plac-
ing and hanging knickknacks 

and wall art, odd-numbered 
groupings often look the most 
cohesive and interesting.  
 Take some cues from interi-
or design pros to make spaces 
look like they belong on the 
pages of your favorite maga-
zines.  

Be careful with color
 Many high-end homes 
showcase neutral shades that 
are enhanced by pops of color. 

If you like a rich, royal blue, 
leave room for other colors as 
well. Add touches of blue in 
vases, throw pillows and other 
accessories.
 

Choose a statement piece
 Look for a statement piece, 
which can be a cabinet, armoire 
or chaise. Mix and match large 
and small elements for a sense 
of balance.

Make your home look like you hired a design pro
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A pool can transform your backyard into an open-air retreat.


